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SRFB Grant Round:  Proposed Changes for 2008

1. Manual 18 (Salmon Recovery Grants Manual:  Policies and Project Selection) and Manual 18b (Salmon Application Forms) will be combined into one document.  RCO will have this document available March 3, 2008.

2. The Yakima Basin Fish & Wildlife Recovery Board is encouraging project sponsors to develop project proposals earlier in the funding cycle.  Project review can start as early as March, which will provide 3 additional months for technical assistance and project development.  We will be coordinating site visits with the SRFB State Review Panel to ensure that potential issues are identified and resolved earlier in the process.  This will require submission of a complete pre-application (requirements listed in Manual 18).  This pre-application will be more detailed and developed than we have requested in the past, but should reduce the amount of work required later in the funding cycle.   

3. The SRFB will not require match funding for design-only projects (up to $ 200,000).  These projects must be completed within 18 months from the board funding date.  Any design project over $ 200,000 will continue to require 15% match.

4. Combination projects (projects with acquisition and planning or restoration elements) will require that the land acquisition be completed within 18 months of board funding date (vs the previous 90 day requirement).  See Manual 3 and Manual 18 for revised language.

5. A signed landowner acknowledgement form will be required as part of all applications.  SRFB Review Panel members expressed concern last cycle on the viability of applications that did not meet this requirement.   This will be more strictly enforced this grant round.  “Landowner Acknowledgement Form” is the same as “Landowner Willingness Form”.  The name of the document was changed at the request of several lead entities.

6. The Yakima Basin Fish & Wildlife Recovery Board lead entity will be permitted to submit 2-3 alternate projects on our Lead Entity List.  These additional projects will go through the same evaluation process as those projected recommended for funding.  In the event that a recommended project is withdrawn or receives funding from another source, the Board will be able to request that the SRFB transfer the remaining part of the regional allocation to one or more of the alternates on the project list.  Project alternates may be funded only within the 180 period after the original board funding decision.
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